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Photographic mock-up of the panels at St Giles Hospice (courtesy of BHB architects)




WHITTINGTON
SCHOOL
Solar Pioneers

Whittington’s own primary school has become the
first community building in the parish and the first
school in Lichfield District to install solar panels on
its roof. The 22 panel system will produce around

3260 kwh of electricity per year and produce CO2
savings of around 1.6 tonnes per year.

The panels are invisible from the ground but
there is a display panel over the hall door so that
students, staff and visitors can see how much
electricity the panels are generating at any given
time, how much has been produced in total and
what the carbon savings are.

The idea was first suggested almost four years
ago when WFEG funded an initial energy audit
of the school. This was followed in late 2009 by a
detailed feasibility study of the school’s renewable
energy options. Then the
school and WFEG worked
together to find funding for
the project, and were suc-
cessful with a grant appli-
cation for 50% of the cost
to British Gas’s Energy for
Tomorrow Fund in July
2010. The School’s PTA
then agreed to find the
remaining funds.

After lengthy investiga-
tions into the strength of the roof
and a planning application, the system was

the school T oof

finally installed in September — just in time to get
the benefit of the astonishing Indian summer.

Headteacher Sally Wilmot said “We are thrilled to
have our solar panels installed and working. It’s
been hard work to get here but its a great learning
tool for our children to help them understand how
it is possible to harness the power of the sun to
produce energy for the school and the environ-
mental benefits that brings.

“It’s been really good working in partnership with
WFEG to get this off the ground and we are really
grateful to the PTA and to British Gas for providing
the funding to pay for the
installation.
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Eleanor and
Ethan, from
Whittington
School Eco
Council, with
the Solar PV
display showing
the amount of
CO2 being saved




